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TRANSFIGURED: 
JACK SHADBOLT INSIDE THE MIND 


This video compilation brings the viewer into the world of Jack 
Shadbolt, the innovative and influential Canadian painter. The first 
part of this video, entitled Transfigured, features the work of 
filmmaker Stephen Arthur, who animates Shadbolt’s paintings, 
creating an entirely new work of art on film. This segment without 
words is followed by Jack Shadbolt — Metamorphosis, a 
documentary that enriches our appreciation of Shadbolt’s oeuvre by 
examining the artistic vision behind the work. Transfigured is 
repeated at the end of the tape, allowing the viewer to appreciate the 
animated short in a more analytical and instructive manner, informed 
by the artistic process explored in Metamorphosis. 


Transfigured 


Butterflies, totem poles and satellites. Incisive lines and slashes of 
colour. Images inspired by West Coast Aboriginal art, nature and 
personal experience. Welcome to the world of Canadian painter Jack 
Shadbolt and to Transfigured, Stephen Arthur's brilliant animated 
homage to the painter's work. Using computer technology, Arthur 
portrays Shadbolt's shamanistic vision by animating a large number of 
his paintings into a seamless flow of interacting, transforming figures. 


Jack Shadbolt — Metamorphosis 


Metamorphosis allows us a glimpse into the creative process of Jack 
Shadbolt, the artist and teacher. Shadbolt demonstrates how he finds 
everyday images in fashion magazines and transforms them into 
beautiful, surreal mixed-media paintings, which can then be 
transformed into a book and a film. This documentary segment shows 
the artist exploring context, shape, texture and movement as only 
Shadbolt can 


Transfigured 


Director and animator: 
Stephen Arthur 


Original paintings: 
Jack Shadbolt 


Original music: 
Jean-Luc Perron 


Sound design: 
Stephen Arthur 


Producers: 
George Johnson 
Stephen Arthur 


Executive Producer 
Svend-Erik Eriksen 


Total running time: 
37 min 46 sec 
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Animation Techniques 


Pushing the limits of 2-D animation on an old PC, Stephen Arthur 
reconstructs the missing backgrounds behind the cut-out foreground 
objects of Shadbolt's paintings. By using a cause-and-effect sequence 
of actions and by visually matching the moving forms from one 
painting to the next, Arthur creates a contiguous environment, a 
surreal world made from Shadbolt’s paintings. The events are 
choreographed in movement phrases, with synchronized sound 
effects added, to help the viewer follow the fast flow of unusual 
transformations. 


Activities for the Classroom 


Teachers will find that Transfigured and Jack Shadbolt — 
Metamorphosis can enrich their curricula in many ways. This video 
compilation will be of particular interest to teachers of visual arts, 
communications technology, cyber arts, computer studies and media 
studies 


In the studio 


* Create your own mixed media inspired by the work of Jack Shadbolt 
in Metamorphosis. Use found images as a starting point and 
transform them to reflect your own imagination. Focus on the 
colour, shape and texture of your initial image to lead to new 
possibilities. 


* Let the work of an artist inspire you to create an original piece, as 
Stephen Arthur does in Transfigured. Make a 2-D work using 
collage or photo manipulation with the help of software programs 
such as Photoshop. 


* Make a time-based media piece in video using pixilation (stop- 
camera) technique and special FX editing software or using 
computer animation software. 


* Write an artist's statement for your work that might appear in an 
exhibition catalogue. 


Visual theory 


© In Metamorphosis, Shadbolt mentions various elements and 
principles of design when discussing his work: texture, form, 
colour and composition, to name a few. Identify the various 
elements and principles of design cited in Metamorphosis, 
and consider how they are realized in Shadbolt’s work. 


* Discuss the artistic process of Shadbolt as illuminated in 
Metamorphosis. Do Shadbolt’s decisions make sense to you? 
Examine your own artistic process: Do you work with materials 
until an idea develops or do you start with an idea? Do you 
work alone or in collaboration with others? Why are you 
attracted to certain media or themes? 


Art history 


* Locate Jack Shadbolt's work in an art historical context. 
Consider influences such as modernism, surrealism, abstraction 
and North West Coast Aboriginal art. What were other 
Canadian artists producing at the time? 


* Discuss Stephen Arthur's work in terms of art history. Examine 
the evolution of such time-based media as film, television, video 
and computer animation. How does Arthur's work — and 
computer animation — challenge traditional notions of what 
constitutes art? 


* Both Shadbolt and Arthur use images generated by others as a 
foundation for their work. At what point does the work 
become their own? Consider the issues of copyright and 
appropriation raised by Shadbolt’s and Arthur's work. 


Related NFB Videos 


The Colours of My Father: A Portrait of Sam Borenstein 
The IrisesiLes Iris 

A Little Phantasy on a 19th-century Painting 

Seurat: The Realm of Light 

The Studio 

This Is Your Museum Speaking 


Stephen Arthur, the filmmaker 


Born in British Columbia in 1954, Stephen 
Arthur started making abstract animated films 
during high school and as a science 
undergraduate in Vancouver. He then turned 
to experimental live-action films, followed by a 
degree in film production at U.S.C. in Los 
Angeles. This led to a ten-year period of 
authoring original feature-length screenplays. 
Finally, after a second detour into the hard 
sciences, Arthur returned to his early roots as a self-taught 
experimental animator. For the last six years he has been using a 
computer to create independent, non-commercial animation 
films. Since 1969, Arthur has directed over 16 short films. His 
work has been screened at various festivals in Toronto, Montreal, 
Vancouver, Berlin and Hiroshima. His Web site is 
http://mypage.direct.ca/w/writer/xenos. html 


Jack Shadbolt, the artist 


Jack Shadbolt was 
born in Shoebury- 
ness, England, in 
1909 and immi- 
grated to Victoria, 
British Columbia, in 
1912. He studied in 
New York, London 
and Paris and taught 
= art to children in BC 
between 1929 and 1937. As an artist, Shadbolt struggled to be 
understood at a time when Canadian society was not yet 
accepting of modern art. Shadbolt taught at the Vancouver 
School of Art, where he was head of painting and drawing until 
1966. He was an influential teacher and an important contributor 
to the development of abstraction and modernism on the West 
Coast and across Canada. Shadbolt continued to paint and 
exhibit up until his death in 1998, at the age of 89. 


TRANSFIGURED: 


JACK SHADBOLT INSIDE THE MIND 


“This animation is not only about my work visually, 


but it’s as though | were producing it in actuality.” 
— Jack Shadbolt 


Welcome to the world of Canadian painter Jack Shadbolt and to 
Transfigured, Stephen Arthur's brilliant animated homage to the 
painter’s work. 

Shadbolt’s exploration of West Coast Aboriginal art, nature and 
personal experience comes alive through the animation of 
Stephen Arthur, and through the short documentary 
Metamorphosis, where we meet the creative mind behind the 
work. 


Transfigured/Transfiguré (without words, shown twice) 


Director: Stephen Arthur 
Producers: George Johnson, Stephen Arthur 
5 min 31 sec C0098 023 


Jack Shadbolt - Metamorphosis 


Director: Bernard Motut 
PEMC Production 
26 min 32 sec C0180 270 


Total running time: 37 min 46 sec 
Order no. C0198 108 


TO ORDER NFB VIDEOS, CALL TODAY! 
1-800-267-7710 (Canada) 
1-800-542-2164 (USA) 


© 1998 A licence is required for any reproduction, television broadcast, 
sale, rental or public screening. Only educational institutions or non-profit 
organizations who have obtained this video directly from the NFB have the 
fight to show this video free of charge to the public. 
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